[bookmark: _Hlk185414454][bookmark: _Hlk153958860] 				ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
				Reverend Mike Bruce
				Worship Service 10:30 am April 19, 2026

  3rd Sunday of Easter

PRELUDE                         	                                                      “In the Name of the Lord”

WORDS OF WELCOME

CENTERING WORDS

Easter invites us to be ready to meet Christ, anywhere, at any time, in anyone.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Even if we feel abandoned and alone,
P: Christ meets us here.
L: Even when we become lost and disoriented,
P: Christ rescues us in our need.
L: Even when our hearts are touched by the frost,
P: Christ warms our spirits.
L: Even when all lights have faded to black,
P: Christ illumines our way.
L: Here in this house of worship enter, rejoice, and come home.

*OPENING PRAYER
 
		Lover of our souls, you meet us on the road of life and lift us from our pain and grief.
Heal our hardness of heart and open our minds to your ways and to the grandeur of the
kingdom. During times of suffering and doubt, help us grow strong and true, through your
enduring word. Reveal your presence to us, as we show hospitality to strangers and break
bread in your name. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE                   “Open My Eyes, That I May See”	UMH 454

*A MODERN AFFIRMATION		UMH 885

*GLORIA PATRI		UMH 70

CHIDLREN’S SERMON		Rhonda Cummings

*PSALTER	Psalm 116	UMH 837

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER		UMH 895

ANTHEM                       “Open Our Eyes, Lord/Just a Closer Walk with Thee”	Chancel Choir
	
TITHES & OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY		“Sing, My Tongue, the Glorius Battle”	
*DOXOLOGY		UMH 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

*HYMN OF PREPARATION                “Blessed Assurance”     	UMH 369

SCRIPTURE LESSON	                                          	Luke 24: 13-35

SERMON          	WITHOUT A TRACE	Rev. Mike Bruce

[bookmark: _Hlk165363498]*HYMN OF RESPONSE         	“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”	UMH 402

*BENEDICTION
L: As you meet strangers on the road, learn to recognize Christ in your midst.
P: As our hearts burn within us, we will recognize his whispers to our souls.
L: As you experience Christ in the smile of another, share the love of God with one
another.
P: As the scales fall from our eyes, we will see Easter miracles all around us.
L: Go with God’s blessings.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                “Shalom to You”	Chancel Choir

*POSTLUDE                    		“Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain”

*Please stand (if able)

FLOWERS

FLOWERS were given by Jacki Ratledge to the Glory of God and in Honor of Jim Ratledge’s 97th birthday!
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FLOWER CALENDAR – The flower calendar is located on a display board directly to your right as
you enter the Narthex doors. Flowers may be placed for special occasions, in honor of, or in memory of loved ones. If you have questions regarding the placement of flowers, please contact the church office. As a reminder, flowers are at a cost of $43.60 per vase. There are typically two vases, and you may choose to share a Sunday with someone else.
CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Mike Bruce – Pastor
			Email: revmbruce@gmail.com	
			Phone: (843) 206-5283

Barbara Vena – Music Director
			Email: bavena@gmail.com 
			Phone: (609) 709-6027

Chuck Long – Organist
			Email: clongteach@comcast.net
			Phone: (843) 693-6664

Jamie Ackerman – Church Admin
			Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 766-5239

Stacey Shealy – St. Mark Day School Director
			Email: staceyshealy@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 343-4457

2026 LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Betsy Petit – Church Council Chairperson
Mark Seel – Trustee Chairperson
Kenny Barfield – Trustee Vice-Chairperson
Vicki Davidson – SPPRC Chairperson
Dawn Ackerman – Finance Chairperson
Elaine Gooch – Church Treasurer











(A complete listing of 2026 Leadership Positions is available on the table in the Narthex)
ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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413 Geddes Avenue
Charleston, SC 29407

Phone: (843) 766-5239
Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Monday – Wednesday: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
			          Thursday: 7:00 am – 12:00 pm
				
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, April 19th           
9:30 am		Adult Sunday School
10:00 am 	Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am	Worship Service
10:45 am	Children’s Sunday School

Monday, April 20th            
6:30 pm	Yoga with Lisa Stine

Wednesday, April 22nd
6:00 pm	Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm	Anita Carpenter Memorial Handbell Choir Rehearsal

BIRTHDAYS: Michael Motley (4/20), Amanda Seel (4/22), David Axman (4/22), James L. Ratledge (4/23), Pete William Jarvis (4/24).

OUR PRESENCE…
Service Attendance Last Week: 72
Service Attendance Online Last Week: 14
Service Attendance Total: 86

OUR PRAYERS: Evan McMillan & Family, Catherine Burbank and family; Bunnie Buchheit.

OUR GIFTS…		                                                                                              
Needed Each Week for Budget: $4,285 		 
Received Last Week for Budget: $3,164		
Received Online for Budget: $370	
Total Received for Budget: $3,534	
YTD Receipts through March: $69,927
YTD Expenses through March: $55,285

[image: A qr code with a few black squares

Description automatically generated]TEXT GIVING -- to give via text, send SaintMarkUMC to 73256. You will receive a text message in response with your next steps.  You may also scan the QR code to give online.	








OUR SERVICE...

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS	                                                               ACOLYTES	
April 19th    	Betsy Petit	April 19th                   Henry Seel
April 26th    	Vicki Davidson	April 26th                   Tristan Axman
May 3rd    	Unknown	May 3rd                      Avery Seel

*We ask if you are a volunteer, please arrive 15 minutes early to prepare for your duties.*

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORTS DUE, Friday, April 24th.
All reports for the church council meeting need to be completed and emailed/delivered to the church office by end of day on Friday, April 24th. This will allow for enough time to complete and submit the reports as a packet to each one of the church council members for review prior to the meeting on Monday, May 3rd at 6:30 pm. You will receive a packet/copy of everyone’s reports by end of day on April 27th. Please be sure to review all reports prior to the meeting. Should you have any questions, please reach out to Betsy Petit directly. Thank you!

FINANCE MEETING, Monday, April 27th at 6:00 pm. 
There will be a Finance Meeting on Monday, Aprill 27th at 6:00 pm. All essential personnel, please be sure to attend this meeting. Should you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to Dawn Ackerman directly. Thank you!

EPWORTH IS OUR MINISTRY! 
[bookmark: _Hlk226968566]Because of our support last year Epworth served 2,230 children and families through its statewide programs in 2025. On Sunday, May 10th, 2026, we will participate in the annual Mother’s Day Offering to benefit the children who call Epworth home, as well as each child and family touched by Epworth’s ministries. Please be in prayerful consideration of what God is calling you to give to help Epworth make a difference in the lives of children and families every day. For more information about Epworth, visit online at www.epworthsc.org.
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