[bookmark: _Hlk153958860]ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
				Reverend Mike Bruce
				Worship Service 10:30 am September 6, 2026

15th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion

PRELUDE             		                                        “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

WORDS OF WELCOME

CENTERING WORDS
Awaken to the call of love, for love fulfills the law. Live fully in the light, as children of the day, embracing the grace and hope of our salvation.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.
P: We lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
L: We owe no one anything, except to love one another, for love is the fulfilment of the law.
P: We come to worship with our hearts awakened, ready to cast off the old and embrace the   new.
L: Let us awaken to the call of God, to live as people of the day, and to shine God’s love in all we do.
P: We worship the One who calls us into the light. To love one another as God has loved us. Amen.

*OPENING PRAYER
	Loving God, as we gather in your presence, we seek to put on the armor of light, and to live as your children. Help us to cast aside the darkness and embrace the love that fulfills our law. Awaken us to your call, that we may walk in the light of Christ each day. We worship and pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE                    “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”	UMH 206

*THE APOSTLES CREED		UMH 881 

*GLORIA PATRI		UMH 70

CHILDREN’S SERMON		Rhonda Cummings

*PSALTER                                                     Psalm 148	UMH 861

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER		UMH 895
 
ANTHEM                                                     “Grace Alone”          by Scott Wesley Brown & Jeff Nelson
TITHES & OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY                                                   “March” 		by Johann J. Fux

*DOXOLOGY		UMH 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

*HYMN OF PREPARATION     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”	UMH 384

SCRIPTURE LESSON	                                                                                                Romans 13: 8-14

SERMON          	   THEY WATCH WHAT WE WEAR	Rev. Mike Bruce

HOLY COMMUNION     		UMH 13

[bookmark: _Hlk165363498]*HYMN OF RESPONSE         	 “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 	UMH 557

*BENEDICTION

L: Go and love in the name of Jesus.
A: Amen!

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE              	“Threefold Amen”

*POSTLUDE                                   		“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”
*Please stand (if able) 

FLOWERS

FLOWERS were given by St Mark UMC to the Glory of God!
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FLOWER CALENDAR – The flower calendar is located on a display board directly to your right as
you enter the Narthex doors. Flowers may be placed for special occasions, in honor of, or in memory of loved ones. If you have questions regarding the placement of flowers, please contact the church office. As a reminder, flowers are at a cost of $43.60 per vase. There are typically two vases, and you may choose to share a Sunday with someone else.



STAFF

Rev. Mike Bruce – Pastor
			Email: revmbruce@gmail.com	
			Phone: (843) 206-5283

Barbara Vena – Music Director
			Email: bavena@gmail.com 
			Phone: (609) 709-6027

Chuck Long – Organist
			Email: clongteach@comcast.net
			Phone: (843) 693-6664

Jamie Ackerman – Church Admin & Financial Secretary
			Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 766-5239

Stacey Shealy – St. Mark Day School Director
			Email: staceyshealy@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 343-4457

2026 LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Betsy Petit – Church Council Chairperson
Mark Seel – Trustee Chairperson
Kenny Barfield – Trustee Vice-Chairperson
Vicki Davidson – SPPRC Chairperson
Dawn Ackerman – Finance Chairperson
Elaine Gooch – Church Treasurer









(A complete listing of 2026 Leadership Positions is available on the table in the Narthex)
ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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413 Geddes Avenue
Charleston, SC 29407

Phone: (843) 766-5239
Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm













ANNOUNCEMENTSCongratulations McMillan Family
The rose on the altar is in honor of Campbell Dawn McMillan, daughter of Bennett and Taylor McMillan, born on August 27th. She weighed 7 lbs. 11 oz and was 20.25 inches long. Proud grandparents are Harold and (the late) Dawn McMillan. Proud Aunt and Uncle, Evan and Amy, and Cousin Rhett McMillan.


WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, September 6th    
9:30 am		Adult Sunday School
10:00 am 	Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am	Worship Service
10:45 am	Children’s Sunday School

Monday, September 7th 
6:30 pm	Scripture Yoga with Lisa Stine

Wednesday, September 9th 
6:00 pm	Chancel Choir
7:30 pm	Anita Carpenter Memorial Handbell Choir

Thursday, September 10th 
7:00 pm	Women’s Circle

BIRTHDAYS: Dale Petit (9/9), Lora James Butts (9/11), Eddie Seel Jr. (9/12)

OUR PRESENCE…
Service Attendance Last Week: 63
Service Attendance Online Last Week: 9
Service Attendance Total: 72

OUR PRAYERS: Allen Scarborough – cancer, George Hernandez – cancer, Henderson Family, Mark Seel – recovery, Mims Family, The Shealy Family, Ella Crowe – prayers for healing (undergone multiple surgeries with more to come).

OUR GIFTS…		                                                                                              
Needed Each Week for Budget: $4,285 		 
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Description automatically generated]Received Last Week for Budget: $2,027
Received Online for Budget: $345
Total Received for Budget: $2,372
YTD Receipts through August: $175,666
YTD Expenses through August: $140,371

TEXT GIVING -- to give via text, send SaintMarkUMC to 73256. You will receive a text message in response with your next steps.  You may also scan the QR code to give online via text.

OUR SERVICE…

EPWORTH WORKDAY OFFERING IS NEXT SUNDAY!
Next Sunday, our congregation will receive the Annual Epworth Workday Offering. This long-standing tradition began when Methodists were challenged to give a day's wages to support the children at Epworth. Today, that same spirit of generosity continues as we support children, youth, and families served through Epworth's ministries across South Carolina. As you prayerfully consider your gift, remember Christ's command to let the little children come to him. Through your generosity, you become part of a ministry that offers hope, healing, and a brighter future to those who need it most. Thank you for partnering with Epworth to bring hope and healing to children, youth, and families across our state. For more information, visit www.epworthsc.org.
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