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				Reverend Mike Bruce
				Worship Service 10:30 am January 18, 2026

  2nd Sunday After Epiphany

PRELUDE                                                                                              “All Things Bright & Beautiful” 	
WORDS OF WELCOME

CENTERING WORDS

Even the smallest person can change the world. Even the least among us can be a light that banishes the darkness.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Listen, O coastlands.
P: Pay attention, people of God.
L: We are called to be a light to the nations.,
P: We are created to sing of God’s salvation.
L: Shout praise for God’s faithfulness.
P: Rejoice in our many gifts.
L: Come! Let us worship.

*OPENING PRAYER
 
	Holy One, may our spirits be polished arrows in the quiver of your searching love. May our
words ring true with shouts of praise. Use us, Gracious God, as instruments of your mercy and
compassion. Fashion us into vessels of your abiding Spirit, that a world torn by brokenness and
pain might touch your healing love through our fellowship with you and with one another. We
worship in the name of Jesus. Amen!

*HYMN OF PRAISE                               "We Gather Together"	UMH 131

*APOSTLES CREED		UMH 881

*GLORIA PATRI		       UMH 70

CHILDREN’S MOMENT		Rhonda Cummings

*PSALTER	Psalm 40: 1-11	UMH 774

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER		UMH 895

ANTHEM	“You Are My All in All”	Chancel Choir
	Dennis Jernigan
TITHES & OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY		 “Shine on Us”	
*DOXOLOGY		UMH 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

*HYMN OF PREPARATION                    “The Summons”	TFWS 2130

SCRIPTURE LESSON	                                          	I Corinthians 1: 1-9

SERMON	HOWDY PARTNER!	Rev. Mike Bruce

[bookmark: _Hlk165363498]*HYMN OF RESPONSE	  “This Little Light of Mine”	UMH 585

*BENEDICTION
L: Sing a new song as you leave this place.
P: We go in the love of the One who strengthens us.
L: Heed the call that stirs within you.
P: We go in service to follow our call to follow Christ.
L: Walk forth as saints of God.
P: We go in fellowship with the Holy Spirit.
L: Bring hope to the ends of the earth.
P: We go to be a light to the nations. 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     “Jesus, Name Above All Names”	Chancel Choir           

*POSTLUDE                    		“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

*Please stand (if able)
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FLOWERS were given by Mark and Susie Seel to the Glory of God!
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FLOWER CALENDAR – The flower calendar is located on a display board directly to your right as
you enter the Narthex doors. Flowers may be placed for special occasions, in honor of, or in memory of loved ones. If you have questions regarding the placement of flowers, please contact the church office. As a reminder, flowers are at a cost of $43.60 per vase. There are typically two vases, and you may choose to share a Sunday with someone else.
CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Mike Bruce – Pastor
			Email: revmbruce@gmail.com	
			Phone: (843) 206-5283

Barbara Vena – Music Director
			Email: bavena@gmail.com 
			Phone: (609) 709-6027

Chuck Long – Organist
			Email: clongteach@comcast.net
			Phone: (843) 693-6664

Jamie Ackerman – Church Admin
			Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 766-5239

Stacey Shealy – St. Mark Day School Director
			Email: staceyshealy@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 343-4457

2026 LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Betsy Petit – Church Council Chairperson
Mark Seel – Trustee Chairperson
Kenny Barfield – Trustee Vice-Chairperson
Vicki Davidson – SPPRC Chairperson
Dawn Ackerman – Finance Chairperson
Elaine Gooch – Church Treasurer











(A complete listing of 2026 Leadership Positions is available on the table in the Narthex)
ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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413 Geddes Avenue
Charleston, SC 29407

Phone: (843) 766-5239
Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 
8:30 am – 1:30 pm
ANNOUNCEMENTSCongratulations to the Loadholdt Family
The rose on the altar today is in Honor of Philip Allen Loadholdt, born on January 3rd, 2026. He is the son of Brittany and David Loadholdt and the little brother to Aiden. We are so happy for your family, and we wish you many blessings with your new bundle of joy! Congratulations!


WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, January 18th   
9:30 am		Adult Sunday School
10:00 am 	Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am	Worship Service
10:45 am	Children’s Sunday School
5:00 pm	MYF

Monday, January 19th      
6:30 pm	Yoga with Lisa Stine

Wednesday, January 21st
12:00 pm	Good Neighbors Luncheon
6:00 pm	Girl Scouts        
6:00 pm	Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm	Anita Carpenter Memorial Handbell Choir Rehearsal

BIRTHDAYS: Alexandra Hazel Slater (1/20).

OUR PRESENCE…
Service Attendance Last Week: 68
Service Attendance Online Last Week: 9
Service Attendance Total: 77	

OUR PRAYERS: Evan McMillan & Family; Latoya Fludd; Tyler Davis; Scott Brownell; Kedrian Brownell; Donnie Lanter; Slater Family; Barbara Chandler and Family – Al Chandler passed away, Ahley’s Aunt LeLe; The Dix Family – passing of loved one, Marc Fisher, Amy Elsey.

OUR GIFTS…		                                                                                              
[image: A qr code with a few black squares

Description automatically generated]Needed Each Week for Budget: $4,285 		 
Received Last Week for Budget$2,879	
Received Online for Budget: $325	
Total Received for Budget: $3,204	
YTD Receipts through December: $219,062
YTD Expenses through December: $221,820

TEXT GIVING -- to give via text, send SaintMarkUMC to 73256. You will receive a text message in response with your next steps.  You may also scan the QR code to give online.




OUR SERVICE...

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS	                                                               ACOLYTES	
January 18th 	Unknown	January 18th              Tristan Axman  
January 25th 	Unknown	January 25th              Unknown 
February 1st 	Unknown	February 1st               Tristan Axman    

*We ask if you are a volunteer, please arrive 15 minutes early to prepare for your duties.*

WARMING SHELTER, Sundays in January 2026 reaching below 40 degrees F.
Kitty Duncan will be heading up the warming shelter for this year. There will be a need for both volunteers and donations for food for each Sunday in January that reaches below 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Should you feel compelled to help, we ask that you please contact Mrs. Kitty Duncan directly for any questions or further information. 

MYF, Today, January 18th at 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm.
MYF will meet this evening, January 18th, from 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm. Should you or anyone you know be interested in either attending or volunteering, please reach out to Jennifer Axman directly.

GOOD NEIGHBORS LUNCHEON, Wednesday, January 21st at 12:00 pm.
There will be a Good Neighbors Luncheon this week on Wednesday, January 21st at 12:00pm. All are welcome to attend, and we would love for you to invite any friends or family members that would be interested in attending. We ask if you are able, please bring a side dish to share. As always, meat and drinks will be provided.

SPPRC MEETING, Thursday, January 22nd at 6:00 pm.
There will be an SPPRC meeting on Thursday, January 22nd at 6:00pm. All essential personnel please attend this meeting. If you are unable to attend or have any questions regarding the meeting, please notify Vicki Davidson directly.

FINANCE MEETING, Monday, January 26th at 6:00 pm.
There will be a Finance meeting on Monday, January 26th at 6:00pm. All essential personnel please attend this meeting. If you are unable to attend or have any questions regarding the meeting, please notify Dawn Ackerman directly. 

TRUSTEE MEETING, Monday, January 26th at 7:00 pm.
There will be a Trustee meeting on Monday, January 26th at 7:00pm. All essential personnel please attend this meeting. If you are unable to attend or have any questions regarding the meeting, please notify Mark Seel, Kenny Barfield, or Catherine Burbank. 
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