[bookmark: _Hlk185414454][bookmark: _Hlk153958860] 				ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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				Worship Service 10:30 am May 17, 2026

7th Sunday of Easter

PRELUDE                                      “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”            	         
                                                           Central American Folk Melody arr. Cathy Moklebust	       

WORDS OF WELCOME

CENTERING WORDS

The ascension of Christ forces us to contemplate powers of the Spirit that our minds cannot comprehend. But what the mind struggles to understand, the soul receives with joy.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Look to the heavens, people of God.   
P: See the power of the Most High God.
L: Christ ascends to heaven in glory.
P: Shout to God with cries of joy.
L: Clap your hand, children of Love incarnate.
P: Sing praises to God, our king.

*OPENING PRAYER
 
		God, Most High, as Christ ascended into the heavens, may our hearts ascend to you. Open our eyes to the power of your Spirit and open our lives to the fullness of your power, that we may be clothed with power on high. Help us wait patiently for the baptism of your Spirit, that we may be found worthy of your great gifts. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE                    “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”	UMH 103

*A MODERN AFFIRMATION		UMH 885

*GLORIA PATRI		UMH 70

CHIDLREN’S SERMON		Rhonda Cummings

*PSALTER                                               Psalm 68: 1-10; 32-35	UMH 792

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER		UMH 895

ANTHEM                                                     “Total Praise”	Combined Choirs
                                                                               Smallwood arr. Joel Raney	
TITHES & OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY                                         “Glorify Thy Name”                      
                                                                 Adkins arr. Linda R. Lamb
*DOXOLOGY		UMH 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

*HYMN OF PREPARATION       “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”     	UMH 89

SCRIPTURE LESSON	                                                                               Acts 1: 6-14; John 17: 1-11

SERMON          	YOU DO NOT DO THIS ALONE!	Rev. Mike Bruce

[bookmark: _Hlk165363498]*HYMN OF RESPONSE         	“Crown Him with Many Crowns”	UMH 327

*BENEDICTION
L: Lift your eyes to the heavens.
P: We lift them to the one who ascended in glory.
L: Trust the power of God’s Holy Spirit.
P: We embrace the one who clothes us with power.
L: Go as witnesses of the risen Lord.
P: We celebrate the one who brings us eternal life.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                “Threefold Amen”	

*POSTLUDE                                               “A Festive Peal”	
                                                                                         by John Leavitt

*Please stand (if able)


Many Thanks to the Anita Carpenter Memorial Handbell Choir Ringers for their hard work and dedication to our handbell ministry! Also, we appreciate the augmentation of Kenny Barfield, Ryan Brown, George Davidson, and Bob and Cynthia Mays!

FLOWERS

FLOWERS were given by Susie Seel in honor of Mark Seel’s Birthday on May 25th!
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FLOWER CALENDAR – The flower calendar is located on a display board directly to your right as
you enter the Narthex doors. Flowers may be placed for special occasions, in honor of, or in memory of loved ones. If you have questions regarding the placement of flowers, please contact the church office. As a reminder, flowers are at a cost of $43.60 per vase. There are typically two vases, and you may choose to share a Sunday with someone else.
STAFF

Rev. Mike Bruce – Pastor
			Email: revmbruce@gmail.com	
			Phone: (843) 206-5283

Barbara Vena – Music Director
			Email: bavena@gmail.com 
			Phone: (609) 709-6027

Chuck Long – Organist
			Email: clongteach@comcast.net
			Phone: (843) 693-6664

Jamie Ackerman – Church Admin & Financial Secretary
			Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 766-5239

Stacey Shealy – St. Mark Day School Director
			Email: staceyshealy@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 343-4457

2026 LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Betsy Petit – Church Council Chairperson
Mark Seel – Trustee Chairperson
Kenny Barfield – Trustee Vice-Chairperson
Vicki Davidson – SPPRC Chairperson
Dawn Ackerman – Finance Chairperson
Elaine Gooch – Church Treasurer











(A complete listing of 2026 Leadership Positions is available on the table in the Narthex)
ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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413 Geddes Avenue
Charleston, SC 29407

Phone: (843) 766-5239
Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Monday – Wednesday: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
			          Thursday: 7:00 am – 12:00 pm
ANNOUNCEMENTSChurch Office Closed Wednesday, May 20th
The church office will be closed this following Wednesday due to personal reasons. There will be no method of contact available during that time, but I will follow up upon returning to the office on Thursday. Should there be an urgent need, please contact Reverend Mike Bruce directly. Thank you!


WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, May 17th             
9:30 am		Adult Sunday School
10:00 am 	Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am	Worship Service
10:45 am	Children’s Sunday School

Monday, May 18th      
6:30 pm	Yoga with Lisa Stine        

Wednesday, May 20th 
12:00 pm	Good Neighbors Luncheon 
6:00 pm	Chancel Choir Rehearsal

BIRTHDAYS: Eliose Alice Wooden (5/18), David F. Warren (5/19), Marilyn Shaw (5/22), Zachary Davidson (5/23).

OUR PRESENCE…
Service Attendance Last Week: 67
Service Attendance Online Last Week: 14
Service Attendance Total: 81

OUR PRAYERS: Evan McMillan & Family, Catherine Burbank and family; Bunnie Buchheit; Shealy Family, Robertshaw Family, Jack Davis.

OUR GIFTS…		                                                                                              
Needed Each Week for Budget: $4,285 		 
Received Last Week for Budget: $17,013		
Received Online for Budget: $370	
Total Received for Budget: $17,383	
YTD Receipts through April: $103,472
YTD Expenses through April: $69,067
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OUR SERVICE...

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS	                                                               ACOLYTES	
May 17th     	Meg Inabinet	May 17th                  Unknown
May 24th     	Unknown	May 24th                  Tristan Axman
May 31st      	Unknown	May 31st                  Unknown

*We ask if you are a volunteer, please arrive 15 minutes early to prepare for your duties.*

ST MARK YOUTH SERVICE DAY
Hello families at St. Mark! We welcome parents and children (ages 3+) to participate in Keep Charleston Beautiful on Saturday, June 13th at 9am. We will be picking up trash downtown at Waterfront Park and then let the kids play in the fountains when we're done. If you would like to join us, please make sure to sign up on the website below and come dressed ready to pick up litter. They provide all supplies and it's free to sign up! If you have any questions, please reach out to Jennifer Axman, 843-460-8919. Thank you! https://dash.pointapp.org/events/596154

GOOD NEIGHBORS, Wednesday, May 20th at 12:00 pm.
It is that time of the month again for our Good Neighbors luncheon. This is a wonderful time for fellowship, and we ask that you invite friends, neighbors, and family members that would like to join. The food is delicious and the group is wonderful! Please bring a side dish to share. Meat and drinks will be provided. Should you have any questions, please reach out to Denise Hiott directly.

5th SUNDAY DINNER, Sunday, May 31st at 12:00 pm.
We have five Sunday’s this month and we all know what that means, Fifth Sunday Dinner! This is such a wonderful time to gather after worship service and join in fellowship and joy together. We praise the Lord for this time with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We hope that you will invite friends and family to join us on this day. We ask that you bring a side dish to share. As always, meat and drinks will be provided. Should you have any questions, please reach out to Susie Seel or Rhonda Cummings directly.
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4 You will be my witnesses...

= to the endn of, the ecutthu.

Acts 1:8, NIV
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