[bookmark: _Hlk185414454][bookmark: _Hlk153958860] 				ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
				Reverend Mike Bruce
				Worship Service 10:30 am April 26, 2026

4th Sunday of Easter

PRELUDE                      “Thou Shalt Bring Them in from Israel in Egypt”     George Frederic Handel

WORDS OF WELCOME

CENTERING WORDS

Listen, our shepherd is calling us by name.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: The Lord is our shepherd.
P: We are Christ’s sheep.
L: The shepherd shelters us in green pastures.
P: In Christ we dwell secure.
L: The shepherd nourishes us and restores our souls.
P: Christ is our shepherd and gate to the Most High.

*OPENING PRAYER
 
		Loving Shepherd, you call us as your own. When danger is close at hand, you gather us
to yourself, that we might dwell secure. When evil surrounds us, you give us a home and a safe place to rest. When foes threaten our fellowship, you rescue us from peril. Restore our souls, Gentle Savior. And lead us into paths of righteousness, that we may walk in the ways of goodness and mercy, all the days of our lives. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE                   “God of Grace and God of Glory”	UMH 577

*A MODERN AFFIRMATION		UMH 885

*GLORIA PATRI		UMH 70

CHIDLREN’S SERMON		Rhonda Cummings

*PSALTER	Psalm 23	UMH 754

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER		UMH 895

ANTHEM                                                  “The New 23rd”	Chancel Choir
	
TITHES & OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY		“My Shepherd Will Supply My Needs”	
*DOXOLOGY		UMH 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

*HYMN OF PREPARATION       “Savior, like a Sheperd Lead Us”     	UMH 381

SCRIPTURE LESSON	                                          	John 10: 1-10

SERMON          	COME ON IN!	Rev. Mike Bruce

[bookmark: _Hlk165363498]*HYMN OF RESPONSE         	“Presious Lord, Take My Hand”	UMH 474

*BENEDICTION
L: The Lord is our shepherd.
P: We shall not want.
L: In pastures green, we rest secure.
P: By still waters, we rest secure.
L: Go with the blessings of our shepherd.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                “Shalom to You”	Chancel Choir

*POSTLUDE                    		“Easter People”

*Please stand (if able)

FLOWERS

FLOWERS were given by Renee Wilcox in Honor of Madison Wilcox’s Birthday on May 4th!


[image: ]


FLOWER CALENDAR – The flower calendar is located on a display board directly to your right as
you enter the Narthex doors. Flowers may be placed for special occasions, in honor of, or in memory of loved ones. If you have questions regarding the placement of flowers, please contact the church office. As a reminder, flowers are at a cost of $43.60 per vase. There are typically two vases, and you may choose to share a Sunday with someone else.




STAFF

Rev. Mike Bruce – Pastor
			Email: revmbruce@gmail.com	
			Phone: (843) 206-5283

Barbara Vena – Music Director
			Email: bavena@gmail.com 
			Phone: (609) 709-6027

Chuck Long – Organist
			Email: clongteach@comcast.net
			Phone: (843) 693-6664

Jamie Ackerman – Church Admin
			Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 766-5239

Stacey Shealy – St. Mark Day School Director
			Email: staceyshealy@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 343-4457

2026 LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Betsy Petit – Church Council Chairperson
Mark Seel – Trustee Chairperson
Kenny Barfield – Trustee Vice-Chairperson
Vicki Davidson – SPPRC Chairperson
Dawn Ackerman – Finance Chairperson
Elaine Gooch – Church Treasurer











(A complete listing of 2026 Leadership Positions is available on the table in the Narthex)
ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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413 Geddes Avenue
Charleston, SC 29407

Phone: (843) 766-5239
Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Monday – Wednesday: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
			          Thursday: 7:00 am – 12:00 pm
				

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, April 26th           
9:30 am		Adult Sunday School
10:00 am 	Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am	Worship Service
10:45 am	Children’s Sunday School

Monday, April 27th            
6:30 pm	Yoga with Lisa Stine

Wednesday, April 29th 
6:00 pm	Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm	Anita Carpenter Memorial Handbell Choir Rehearsal

BIRTHDAYS: Steward Heith Weiss (5/1), Hudson James Slater (5/2).

OUR PRESENCE…
Service Attendance Last Week: 63
Service Attendance Online Last Week: 11
Service Attendance Total: 74

OUR PRAYERS: Evan McMillan & Family, Catherine Burbank and family; Bunnie Buchheit; Shealy Family.

OUR GIFTS…		                                                                                              
Needed Each Week for Budget: $4,285 		 
Received Last Week for Budget: $21,184		
Received Online for Budget: $445	
Total Received for Budget: $21,629	
YTD Receipts through March: $69,927
YTD Expenses through March: $55,285

[image: A qr code with a few black squares

Description automatically generated]TEXT GIVING -- to give via text, send SaintMarkUMC to 73256. You will receive a text message in response with your next steps.  You may also scan the QR code to give online.	








OUR SERVICE...

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS	                                                               ACOLYTES	
April 26th    	Vicki Davidson	April 26th                   Tristan Axman
May 3rd    	Unknown	May 3rd                      Avery Seel
May 10th     	Unknown	May 10th                    Hudson Slater

*We ask if you are a volunteer, please arrive 15 minutes early to prepare for your duties.*

FINANCE MEETING, Tomorrow, Monday, April 27th at 6:00 pm. 
There will be a Finance Meeting on Monday, Aprill 27th at 6:00 pm. All essential personnel, please be sure to attend this meeting. Should you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to Dawn Ackerman directly. Thank you!

HOW CAN WE HELP?
[bookmark: _Hlk226968566]Epworth provides care for children and families in our community who have experienced trauma through abuse, neglect, and loss. This care helps to break the destructive cycle and sets them on a better path.  On Sunday, May 10th, our congregation will support Epworth by collecting the Annual Epworth Mother’s Day Offering. For more information, please visit Epworth online at www.epworthsc.org.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, Monday, May 4th at 6:30 pm.
There is a church council meeting on Monday, May 4th at 6:30 pm. All reports turned into the church office will be compiled and emailed tomorrow or Tuesday at the latest, for your review prior to the meeting. If you are unable to attend this meeting, please be sure to let Betsy Petit know as soon as possible.
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