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				Reverend Mike Bruce
				Worship Service 10:30 am March 8, 2026

  3rd Sunday in Lent

PRELUDE                                                 “Were You There” 	                 by Robert Lau			
WORDS OF WELCOME

CENTERING WORDS

Water gushes from a rock. Living waters well up to eternal life. Come and drink deeply. Taste and see that our God is good.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Worship God with joy and thanksgiving.    
P: Make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
L: We are the sheep of God’s pasture.
P: We are the lambs of God’s flock.
A: Come! Let us worship the Lord.

*OPENING PRAYER
 
	Living Water, flow through our hearts today. Quench our thirst in our desert wanderings and strengthen us for the road ahead. Bathe us in your fountain of eternal life that our spirits may flow with faith and love, through the power of your eternal Spirit.  Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE                       "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”	UMH 89

*APOSTLES CREED		UMH 881

*GLORIA PATRI		       UMH 70

CHILDREN’S MOMENT		Rhonda Cummings

*PSALTER	Psalm 95  	UMH 814

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER		UMH 895

ANTHEM                                                     “In Christ Alone”	Chancel Choir
 	By Getty and Towsend                                                                             
TITHES & OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY		“Savior, like a Sheperd Lead Us”	
*DOXOLOGY		UMH 95

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

*HYMN OF PREPARATION           “Rescue the Perishing”	UMH 591

SCRIPTURE LESSON	                                          	John 4: 5-42

SERMON                                             CHURCH SHOPPING	Rev. Mike Bruce

[bookmark: _Hlk165363498]*HYMN OF RESPONSE                     “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”	UMH 334

*BENEDICTION
L: We have worshiped here today; yet all of life is worship. Work, play, speak, sing, and live—all for the glory of God our great Creator. Go now and worship.
P: Amen. Thanks be to God!

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE              “Threefold Amen”	Chancel Choir

*POSTLUDE                    		“Go to Dark Gethsemane”

*Please stand (if able)

FLOWERS

FLOWERS were given by Amy McMillan in Honor of Evan and Amy’s 11th Anniversary!



[image: ]


FLOWER CALENDAR – The flower calendar is located on a display board directly to your right as
you enter the Narthex doors. Flowers may be placed for special occasions, in honor of, or in memory of loved ones. If you have questions regarding the placement of flowers, please contact the church office. As a reminder, flowers are at a cost of $43.60 per vase. There are typically two vases, and you may choose to share a Sunday with someone else.






CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Mike Bruce – Pastor
			Email: revmbruce@gmail.com	
			Phone: (843) 206-5283

Barbara Vena – Music Director
			Email: bavena@gmail.com 
			Phone: (609) 709-6027

Chuck Long – Organist
			Email: clongteach@comcast.net
			Phone: (843) 693-6664

Jamie Ackerman – Church Admin
			Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 766-5239

Stacey Shealy – St. Mark Day School Director
			Email: staceyshealy@gmail.com
			Phone: (843) 343-4457

2026 LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Betsy Petit – Church Council Chairperson
Mark Seel – Trustee Chairperson
Kenny Barfield – Trustee Vice-Chairperson
Vicki Davidson – SPPRC Chairperson
Dawn Ackerman – Finance Chairperson
Elaine Gooch – Church Treasurer











(A complete listing of 2026 Leadership Positions is available on the table in the Narthex)
ST. MARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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413 Geddes Avenue
Charleston, SC 29407

Phone: (843) 766-5239
Email: stmarkumcsec@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Monday – Wednesday: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
			          Thursday: 7:00 am – 12:00 pm
				   Friday: 1:00 pm - 7:00 pm (Janitorial Cleaning)
ANNOUNCEMENTSOnline Payments via Realm
Please note that if you are making online payments via Realm, both debit and credit card transactions charge a fee from your giving. Understand that you still receive full credit for your giving in total, but to prevent the fee charges going forward as a cost savings this year, the church is asking that if you are able and willing, you complete your payments online using a bank account and routing number or have Bill Pay set up with your bank that will not incur further transactions fees for the church. This is something we are working to resolve for the future but currently, this is the only resolution we have been able to come up with. If you require any assistance with this at all, please reach out to the church office directly and Jamie can help you get things set up. Thank you everyone for your continued support and understanding.


WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday, March 8th         
9:30 am		Adult Sunday School
10:00 am 	Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am	Worship Service
10:45 am	Children’s Sunday School

Monday, March 9th          
6:30 pm	Yoga with Lisa Stine

Wednesday, March 11th         
6:00 pm	Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm	Anita Carpenter Memorial Handbell Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 12th         
7:00 pm	Women’s Circle

BIRTHDAYS: Torry K Shealy (3/9), Samantha Davidson (3/14).

OUR PRESENCE…
Service Attendance Last Week: 53
Service Attendance Online Last Week: 9
Service Attendance Total: 62

OUR PRAYERS: Evan McMillan & Family, Catherine Burbank and family.

OUR GIFTS…		                                                                                              
[image: A qr code with a few black squares

Description automatically generated]Needed Each Week for Budget: $4,285 		 
Received Last Week for Budget: $5,427		
Received Online for Budget: $1,000	
Total Received for Budget: $6,427	
YTD Receipts through January: $16,188
YTD Expenses through January: $16,614

TEXT GIVING -- to give via text, send SaintMarkUMC to 73256. You will receive a text message in response with your next steps.  You may also scan the QR code to give online.	

*WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME EVERYONE TO ST MARK UMC. IN 2026*
We would like to mention to those that have been considering joining St. Mark UMC as part of our official membership, can do so by a Profession of Faith or a Letter of Transfer of Membership. If any details or assistance is needed, you may contact our church office or the pastor directly. We would love to have you join our church to continue our ever-growing membership and love for the United Methodist Church and for our Lord and Savior!

OUR SERVICE...

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS	                                                               ACOLYTES	
March 8th 	Betsy Petit	March 8th                   Tristan Axman
March 15th 	Unknown	March 15th                 Avery Seel 
March 22nd  	Unknown	March 22nd                 Henry Seel
 
*We ask if you are a volunteer, please arrive 15 minutes early to prepare for your duties.*

WOMEN’S CIRCLE, Thursday, March 12th at 7:00 pm.
Women’s Circle will be meeting for their monthly gathering next Thursday evening, March 12th at 7:00pm. UWF is always welcoming new members and would love to have you invite your female friends and family members that would like to join in this time of fellowship. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to Mrs. Patty Barfield directly. Thank you!

UMCOR SUNDAY, March 15th.
UMCOR Sunday is approaching us quickly! On Sunday, March 15th, our selected giving will be donated to UMCOR to aid where funds are needed, either locally or globally. The giving will be dedicated to what UMCOR deems “most needed”. The UMCOR organization helps with hurricane relief, food, water, housing, and any disaster relief worldwide! We ask that you consider UMCOR and their relief when completing your contributions on March 15th. 

GOOD NEIGHBORS, Wednesday, March 18th at 12:00 pm.
Good Neighbors will be having their monthly luncheon on March 18th at 12:00 pm. As always meat and drinks are provided, but we do ask that if you are able, please bring a side dish to share. This is such a wonderful time to meet others in fellowship, and we would love for you to invite your friends and family, if they are interested in joining us.

5th SUNDAY DINNER, Sunday, March 29th at 12:00 pm.
On Sunday, March 29th at 12:00 pm we will be having our regularly scheduled 5th Sunday dinner. We ask if you are able, please bring a side dish to share. As always, meat and drinks will be provided. We greatly look forward to seeing everyone and if you would like to invite your friends and family to join us, we would be happy to have them.  
Walk for Water Mission
Our mission for St. Mark UMC mentioned last week during worship service is the Walk for Water mission that our youth and others have taken part in raising funds together for this excellent cause. If you would like to donate or volunteer for St. Mark UMC Walk for Water team, you can do so by visiting https://walkforwater.rallybound.org/2026-walk-for-water/Team/View/222531/St-Mark-UMC. Should you have any questions, please reach out to Jennifer Axman directly.
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